


Translation
A fresh addition to the Reference series, the Oriole—named after an 
American songbird—is an MC cartridge featuring an internal 
impedance of just 5.5 ohms and an output level of 0.3 mV. 
Consequently, it requires a step-up transformer or a pre-
preamplifier capable of boosting the output voltage by a factor of 10 
to 20 (20 to 26 dB) in order to drive the MM input of an RIAA 
phono stage. Its relatively low impedance allows for coils with fewer 
turns and reduced moving mass, resulting in enhanced 
responsiveness and refinement compared to cartridges equipped 
with a more substantial moving assembly. The Oriole slots in 
between the Songbird—available in two versions (135 ohms and 28 
ohms)—and the flagship Starling model, which also features a 
higher impedance (28 ohms). All three models feature an "open 
architecture" design, comprising an alloy mounting block and a 
motor assembly secured to a PEEK (thermoplastic) baseplate; 
furthermore—despite being American-designed—they are 
manufactured in Japan by Excel Sound. The Oriole is fitted with a 
nude Shibata stylus and an aluminum cantilever. The sound: 
superb, nuanced, fluid, and characterized by remarkable delicacy 
and airiness. It is the antithesis of a merely "demonstrative" 
cartridge—instead offering a linear presentation rich in subtle 
shadings and depth. Listening to it unveils an evocative sonic 
landscape that sacrifices neither precision nor sensitivity. It feels 
almost as though one has moved further upstream in the recording 
chain—getting as close as possible to the microphones themselves.
Subtle and authentic.
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